September 17th

The Paying Guests
By Sarah Waters
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Itis 1922, and London is tense. Ex-servicemen are disillusioned; the out-of-work and the hungry
are demanding change. And in South London, in a genteel Camberwell villa — a large, silent house
now bereft of brothers, husband, and even servants — life is about to be transformed as impover-
ished widow Mrs. Wray and her spinster daughter, Frances, are obliged to take in lodgers.
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With the arrival of Lilian and Leonard Barber, a modern young couple of the “clerk class,” the rou-
tines of the house will be shaken up in unexpected ways. Little do the Wrays know just how pro-
foundly their new tenants will alter the course of Frances’s life.

October 15th

The Art Forger
By B.A. Shapiro

On March 18,1990, thirteen works of art today worth over $500 million were stolen from the Isa-
bella Stewart Gardner Museum in Boston. It remains the largest unsolved art heist in history, and
Claire Roth, a struggling young artist, is about to discover that there’s more to this crime than
meets the eye.
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Making a living reproducing famous artworks for a popular online retailer and desperate to im-

prove her situation, Claire is lured into a Faustian bargain with Aiden Markel, a powerful gallery
owner. She agrees to forge a painting—a Degas masterpiece stolen from the Gardner Museum—in ||
exchange for a one-woman show in his renowned gallery. But when that very same long-missing
Degas painting is delivered to Claire’s studio, she begins to suspect that it may itself be a forgery.
Her desperate search for the truth leads Claire into a labyrinth of deceit where secrets hidden B.A.S h_ap]_ro
since the late nineteenth century may be the only evidence that can now save her life.

November 19th

A Place at the Table
by Susan Rebecca White

A Place at the Table tells the story of three richly nuanced characters whose paths converge in a chic
Manhattan café: Bobby, a gay Southern boy who has been ostracized by his family; Amelia, a
wealthy Connecticut woman whose life is upended when a family secret finally comes to light; and
Alice, an African-American chef whose heritage is the basis of a famous cookbook but whose past
is a mystery to those who know her.
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As it sweeps from a freed-slave settlement in 1920s North Carolina to the Manhattan of the deadly
AIDs epidemic of the 1980s to today’s wealthy suburbs, A Place at the Table celebrates the healing
power of food and the magic of New York as three seekers come together in the understanding
that when you embrace the thing that makes you different, you become whole.
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December 17th

The Sense of an Ending

By Julian Barnes

Tony Webster and his clique first met Adrian Finn at school. Sex-hungry and book-hungry, they
would navigate the girl-less sixth form together, trading in affectations, in-jokes, rumour and wit.
Maybe Adrian was a little more serious than the others, certainly more intelligent, but they all
swore to stay friends for life.

Now Tony is in middle age. He’s had a career and a single marriage, a calm divorce. He’s certainly
never tried to hurt anybody. Memory, though, is imperfect. It can always throw up surprises, as a
lawyer’s letter is about to prove.

NSL BOOK CLUB 2015

NSL Book Club. Meets every 3rd Thursday @ 10:30 in Conference Room (unless otherwise noted) Call 439.5510 for more info.
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Dates and location are subject to change. For exact meeting location please call 439.5510 or email nslbluestockings@gmail.com.
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Leaving Time
By Jodi Picoult

For more than a decade, Jenna Metcalf has never stopped thinking about her mother, Alice, who mys-
teriously disappeared in the wake of a tragic accident. Refusing to believe that she would be aban-
doned as a young child, Jenna searches for her mother regularly online and pores over the pages of Al-
ice’s old journals. A scientist who studied grief among elephants, Alice wrote mostly of her research
among the animals she loved, yet Jenna hopes the entries will provide a clue to her mother’s where-

abouts. Pl 1 (
February 19th time
The Invention of Wings

By Sue Monk Kidd

Hetty "Handful” Grimke, an urban slave in early nineteenth century Charleston, yearns for life beyond
the suffocating walls that enclose her within the wealthy Grimke household. The Grimke’s daughter,
Sarah, has known from an early age she is meant to do something large in the world, but she is hemmed
in by the limits imposed on women. Kidd’s sweeping novel is set in motion on Sarah’s eleventh birth-
day, when she is given ownership of ten year old Handful, who is to be her handmaid. We follow their
remarkable journeys over the next thirty-five years, as both strive for a life of their own, dramatically
shaping each other’s destinies and forming a complex relationship marked by guilt, defiance, estrange-
ment and the uneasy ways of love.

March 19th

All the Light We Cannot See
by Anthony Doerr

Marie Laure lives with her father in Paris within walking distance of the Museum of Natural History
where he works as the master of the locks (there are thousands of locks in the museum). When she is
six, she goes blind, and her father builds her a model of their neighborhood, every house, every man-
hole, so she can memorize it with her fingers and navigate the real streets with her feet and cane. When
the Germans occupy Paris, father and daughter flee to Saint-Malo on the Brittany coast, where Marie-
Laure's agoraphobic great uncle lives in a tall, narrow house by the sea wall.
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In another world in Germany, an orphan boy, Werner, grows up with his younger sister, Jutta, both
enchanted by a crude radio Werner finds. He becomes a master at building and fixing radios, a talent
that wins him a place at an elite and brutal military academy and, ultimately, makes him a highly spe-
cialized tracker of the Resistance. Werner travels through the heart of Hitler Youth to the far-flung
outskirts of Russia, and finally into Saint-Malo, where his path converges with Marie-Laure.

April 16th

Big Little Lies
by Liane Moriarty

Amurder... . .. a tragic accident... . . . or just parents behaving badly?
What's indisputable is that someone is dead. But who did what?

BigLittle Lies follows three women, each at a crossroads: Madeline is a force to be reckoned with. She’s
funny and biting, passionate; she remembers everything and forgives no one. Her ex-husband and his
yogi new wife have moved into her beloved beachside community, and their daughter is in the same
kindergarten class as Madeline’s youngest (howis this possible?). And to top it all off, Madeline’s teenage
daughter seems to be choosing Madeline’s ex-husband over her. (How. Is. This. Possible?).

Celeste is the kind of beautiful woman who makes the world stop and stare. While she may seem a bit
flustered at times, who wouldn’t be, with those rambunctious twin boys? Now that the boys are start-
ing school, Celeste and her husband look set to become the king and queen of the school parent body.
But royalty often comes at a price, and Celeste is grappling with how much more she is willing to

pay. New to town, single mom Jane is so young that another mother mistakes her for the nanny. Jane
is sad beyond her years and harbors secret doubts about her son. But why? While Madeline and
Celeste soon take Jane under their wing, none of them realizes how the arrival of Jane and her inscruta-
ble little boy will affect them all.
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May 2l1st

Orphan Train
by Christina Kline

A captivating story of two very different women who build an unexpected friendship: a 91-year-old
woman with a hidden past as an orphan-train rider and the teenage girl whose own troubled adoles-
cence leads her to seek answers to questions no one has ever thought to ask.

Nearly eighteen, Molly Ayer knows she has one last chance. Just months from "aging out" of the child
welfare system, and close to being kicked out of her foster home, a community service position helping
an elderly woman clean out her home is the only thing keeping her out of juvie and worse.

Vivian Daly has lived a quiet life on the coast of Maine. But in her attic, hidden in trunks, are vestiges
of a turbulent past. As she helps Vivian sort through her possessions and memories, Molly discovers
that she and Vivian aren't as different as they seem to be. A young Irish immigrant orphaned in New
York City, Vivian was put on a train to the Midwest with hundreds of other children whose destinies
would be determined by luck and chance.

June 18th

The Girls of Atomic City
by Denise Kiernan
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The incredible story of the young women of Oak Ridge, Tennessee, who unwittingly played a crucial
role in one of the most significant moments in U.S. history.

The Tennessee town of Oak Ridge was created from scratch in 1942. One of the Manhattan Project’s
secret cities, it didn’t appear on any maps until 1949, and yet at the height of World War IT it was us-
ing more electricity than New York City and was home to more than 75,000 people, many of them
young women recruited from small towns across the South. Their jobs were shrouded in mystery, but
they were buoyed by a sense of shared purpose, close friendships—and a surplus of handsome scien-
tists and Army men!

July 16th
The 100 Year Old Man Who Climbed Out the Window and Disappeared
By Jonas Jonasson
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It all starts on the one-hundredth birthday of Allan Karlsson. Sitting quietly in his room in an old peo-

| ple’s home, he is waiting for the party he-never-wanted-anyway to begin. The Mayor is going to be
there. The press is going to be there. But, as it turns out, Allan is not... Slowly but surely Allan climbs

{ out of his bedroom window, into the flowerbed (in his slippers) and makes his getaway. And so begins
)0) his picaresque and unlikely journey involving criminals, several murders, a suitcase full of cash, and
3 incompetent police.

August 20th

The Storied Life of A.]. Fikry
by Gabrielle Zevin

On the faded Island Books sign hanging over the porch of the Victorian cottage is the motto "No Man
Is an Island; Every Book Is a World." A. J. Fikry, the irascible owner, is about to discover just what that
truly means.

A.J. Fikry's life is not at all what he expected it to be. His wife has died, his bookstore is experiencing
the worst sales in its history, and now his prized possession, a rare collection of Poe poems, has been
stolen. Slowly but surely, he is isolating himself from all the people of Alice Island-from Lambiase, the
well-intentioned police officer who's always felt kindly toward Fikry; from Ismay, his sister-in-law
who is hell-bent on saving him from his dreary self; from Amelia, the lovely and idealistic (if eccentric)
Knightley Press sales rep who keeps on taking the ferry over to Alice Island, refusing to be deterred by
AJ.'s bad attitude. Even the books in his store have stopped holding pleasure for him. These days, A J.
can only see them as a sign of a world that is changing too rapidly.

GABRIELLE ZEVIN
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