September 18th

A Confederacy of Dunces
By John Kennedy Toole
Humor/Classics/Literature

Confederacy of Dunces is an American comic masterpiece. John Kennedy Toole's hero is one Ignatius J. Reilly,
"huge, obese, fractious, fastidious, a latter-day Gargantua, a Don Quixote of the French Quarter. His story
bursts with wholly original characters, denizens of New Orleans' lower depths, incredibly true-to-life dia-
logue, and the zaniest series of high and low comic adventures' (Henry Kisor, Chicago Sun-Times)

October 16th

Doctor Sleep
By Stephen King
Paranormal Fiction/Suspense Fiction

Stephen King returns to the characters and territory of one of his most popular novels ever, The Shining, in this
instantly riveting novel about the now middle-aged Dan Torrance (the boy protagonist of The Shining) and the
very special twelve-year-old girl he must save from a tribe of murderous paranormals.

On highways across America, a tribe of people called The True Knot travel in search of sustenance. They look
harmless—mostly old, lots of polyester, and married to their RVs. But as Dan Torrance knows, and spunky
twelve-year-old Abra Stone learns, The True Knot are quasi-immortal, living off the “steam” that children
with the “shining” produce when they are slowly tortured to death.

Haunted by the inhabitants of the Overlook Hotel where he spent one horrific childhood year, Dan has been
drifting for decades, desperate to shed his father’s legacy of despair, alcoholism, and violence. Finally, he set-
tles in a New Hampshire town, an AA community that sustains him, and a job at a nursing home where his
remnant “shining” power provides the crucial final comfort to the dying. Aided by a prescient cat, he becomes
“Doctor Sleep.” Then Dan meets the evanescent Abra Stone, and it is her spectacular gift, the brightest shin-
ing ever seen, that reignites Dan’s own demons and summons him to a battle for Abra’s soul and survival. This
is an epic war between good and evil, a gory, glorious story that will thrill the millions of devoted readers

of The Shining and satisfy anyone new to the territory of this icon in the King canon.

November 20th

The Kabul Beauty School: an American Behind the Veil
by Deborah Rodriquez
Non-Fiction
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Soon after the fall of the Taliban, in 2001, Deborah Rodriguez went to Afghanistan as part of a group offering
humanitarian aid to this war-torn nation. Surrounded by men and women whose skills-as doctors, nurses, and
therapists—seemed eminently more practical than her own, Rodriguez, a hairdresser and mother of two from
Michigan, despaired of being of any real use. Yet she soon found she had a gift for befriending Afghans, and
once her profession became known she was eagerly sought out by Westerners desperate for a good haircut and
by Afghan women, who have a long and proud tradition of running their own beauty salons. Thus an idea was
born.

With warmth and humor, Rodriguez details the lushness of a seemingly desolate region and reveals the mag-
nificence behind the burqa. Kabul Beauty School is a remarkable tale of an extraordinary community of women
who come together and learn the arts of perms, friendship, and freedom

December 18th

The Round House
By Louise Erdrich
Mystery/Historical Fiction
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One Sunday in the spring of 1988, a woman living on a reservation in North Dakota is attacked. The details of
the crime are slow to surface as Geraldine Coutts is traumatized and reluctant to relive or reveal what hap-
pened, either to the police or to her husband, Bazil, and thirteen-year-old son, Joe. In one day, Joe's life is ir-
revocably transformed. He tries to heal his mother, but she will not leave her bed and slips into an abyss of
solitude. Increasingly alone, Joe finds himself thrust prematurely into an adult world for which he is ill
prepared.
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Dates and location are subject to change. For exact meeting location please call 439.5510 or email nslbluestockings@gmail.com.

January 16th

Lizard
by Dennis Covington
Coming of Age
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With sea-green eyes more on the side of his head than most people's and a nose that lies on its side, Lucius Sims
resembles a reptile. That's why he was sent to the Leesville Louisiana State School for Retarded Boys even though
no one ever proved he was mentally handicapped. but the state school is no place for a wide-eyed thirteen-year-
old boy who wants to see the world. So when a shoe salesman from up north arrives claiming to be his father, Liz-
ard takes a chance. Lizard knows his real father is dead, but he also knows that this impostor could be his only
ticket to freedom.

February 20th

She
by Kathryn Tucker Windham
Non-Fiction

This slender book, the last of 29 written by Windham over her long and productive life, will be an exquisitely
bittersweet read for the many fans of the late storyteller and author from Selma, Alabama. Windham died in 2011
at the age of 93, but only over the last eighteen months of her life did she seem much constrained by her advancing
years. Typically, she faced old age and its accompanying limitations with humor and curiosity. In She, the book
Windham was putting the finishing touches on when she died in June 2011, the author describes how she woke up
one day to find that she had an unwanted houseguest, an old woman who had suddenly moved into her home and
was taking over her life. Windham referred to this interloper simply as SHE, and here the reader has been invited
into the lively colloquy between the author whose spirit has not changed and her alter ego, who moves haltingly
toward her earthly end. She will leave you laughing and crying, but also grateful and hopeful.

March 20th

Moby Dick
by Herman Melville

Classics/Literature
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Over a century and a half after its publication, Moby-Dick still stands as an indisputable literary classic. It is the
story of an eerily compelling madman pursuing an unholy war against a creature as vast and dangerous and un-
knowable as the sea itself. But more than just a novel of adventure, more than an encyclopedia of whaling lore and
legend, Moby-Dick is a haunting, mesmerizing, and important social commentary populated with several of the
most unforgettable and enduring characters in literature. Written with wonderfully redemptive humor, Moby-
Dick is a profound and timeless inquiry into character, faith, and the nature of perception.

April 17th

The Rosie Project
by Graeme Simsion
Love Stories

Don Tillman, professor of genetics, has never been on a second date. He is a man who can count all his friends on
the fingers of one hand, whose lifelong difficulty with social rituals has convinced him that he is simply not wired
for romance. So when an acquaintance informs him that he would make a “wonderful” husband, his first reaction
is shock. Yet he must concede to the statistical probability that there is someone for everyone, and he embarks
upon The Wife Project. In the orderly, evidence-based manner with which he approaches all things, Don sets out
to find the perfect partner. She will be punctual and logical—most definitely not a barmaid, a smoker, a drinker, or
a late-arriver.

Yet Rosie Jarman is all these things. She is also beguiling, fiery, intelligent—and on a quest of her own. She is look-
ing for her biological father, a search that a certain DNA expert might be able to help her with. Don's Wife Project
takes a back burner to the Father Project and an unlikely relationship blooms, forcing the scientifically minded
geneticist to confront the spontaneous whirlwind that is Rosie—and the realization that love is not always what
looks good on paper.

graeme simsion

#1 international bestselling author

May 15th

The Goldfinch
by Tartt, Donna
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Mystery/Literary Fiction

A young boy in New York City, Theo Decker, miraculously survives an accident that takes the life of his
mother. Alone and determined to avoid being taken in by the city as an orphan, Theo scrambles between
nights in friends” apartments and on the city streets. He becomes entranced by the one thing that reminds him
of his mother, a small, mysteriously captivating painting that soon draws Theo into the art underworld.

June 19th

The All Girl Filling Station’s Last Reunion
by Fannie Flagg
Historical Fiction/Domestic Fiction

Mrs. Sookie Poole of Point Clear, Alabama, has just married off the last of her daughters and is looking forward
to relaxing and perhaps traveling with her husband, Earle. The only thing left to contend with is her mother,
the formidable Lenore Simmons Krackenberry. Lenore may be a lot of fun for other people, but is, for the most
part, an overbearing presence for her daughter. Then one day, quite by accident, Sookie discovers a secret
about her mother’s past that knocks her for a loop and suddenly calls into question everything she ever
thought she knew about herself, her family, and her future.

July 17th
The Aviator's Wife

by Melanie Benjamin
Domestic Fiction
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For much of her life, Anne Morrow, the shy daughter of the U.S. ambassador to Mexico, has stood in the shad-
ows of those around her, including her millionaire father and vibrant older sister, who often steals the spot-
light. Then Anne, a college senior with hidden literary aspirations, travels to Mexico City to spend Christmas
with her family. There she meets Colonel Charles Lindbergh, fresh off his celebrated 1927 solo flight across the
Atlantic. Enthralled by Charles’s assurance and fame, Anne is certain the celebrated aviator has scarcely no-
ticed her. But she is wrong.

Charles sees in Anne a kindred spirit, a fellow adventurer, and her world will be changed forever. The two
marry in a headline-making wedding. Hounded by adoring crowds and hunted by an insatiable press, Charles
shields himself and his new bride from prying eyes, leaving Anne to feel her life falling back into the shadows.

In the years that follow, despite her own major achievements—she becomes the first licensed female glider
pilot in the United States—Anne is viewed merely as the aviator’s wife. The fairy-tale life she once longed for
will bring heartbreak and hardships, ultimately pushing her to reconcile her need for love and her desire for
independence, and to embrace, at last, life’s infinite possibilities for change and happiness.

Author of ALICE | HAVE BEEN

August 21st

Cleopatra: a Life
by Stacy Schiff
Non-Fiction/Biography

Though her life spanned fewer than forty years, it reshaped the contours of the ancient world. She was married twice, each
time to a brother. She waged a brutal civil war against the first when both were teenagers. She poisoned the second. Ulti-
mately she dispensed with an ambitious sister as well; incest and assassination were family specialties. Cleopatra appears to
have had sex with only two men. They happen, however, to have been Julius Caesar and Mark Antony, among the most
prominent Romans of the day. Both were married to other women. Cleopatra had a child with Caesar and--after his murder-
-three more with his protégé. Already she was the wealthiest ruler in the Mediterranean; the relationship with Antony
confirmed her status as the most influential woman of the age. The two would together attempt to forge a new empire, in an
alliance that spelled their ends. Cleopatra has lodged herself in our imaginations ever since.

Famous long before she was notorious, Cleopatra has gone down in history for all the wrong reasons. Shakespeare and Shaw
put words in her mouth. Michelangelo, Tiepolo, and Elizabeth Taylor put a face to her name. Along the way, Cleopatra’s
supple personality and the drama of her circumstances have been lost. In a masterly return to the classical sources, Stacy

Schiff here boldly separates fact from fiction to rescue the magnetic queen whose death ushered in a new world order. Rich
in detail, epic in scope, Schiff 's is a luminous, deeply original reconstruction of a dazzling life.
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