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N V (N7 l 0 N = THE The acclaimed author of Founding Gardeners reveals
\W v 'oj 4 ey B BOY the forgotten life of Alexander von Humboldt, the
]i ¥4 visionary German naturalist whose ideas changed the
I U E 4 WHO - - way we see the natural world—and in the process
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= created modern environmentalism. Alexander von
HARNE’_SSE[ Humboldt (1769-1859) was an intrepid explorer and
THE the most famous scientist of his age. In North America,
his name still graces four counties, thirteen towns, a
WIND  river, parks, bays, lakes, and mountains. His restless life
was packed with adventure and discovery, whether he
e ™ was climbing the highest volcanoes in the world or
_racing through anthrax-infected Siberia or translating
g his research into bestselling publications that changed
science and thinking

THE BOY WHO
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' ¥ 320 pages William Kamkwamba

§ When fourteen-year-old William Kamkwamba's
Malawi village was hit by a drought, everyone's
crops began to fail. Without enough money for food,
let alone school, William spent his days in the library
... and figured out how to bring electricity to his
village. Persevering against the odds, William built a
functioning windmill out of junkyard scraps, and
thus became the local hero who harnessed the
wind. Lyrically told and gloriously illustrated, this
story will inspire many as it shows how -- even in the
: & worst of times -- a great idea and a lot of hard work
RULES OF CIVILITY & Moot can still rock the world.

A GENTLEMAN IN MOSCOW
Amor Towles

480 pages

A Gentleman in Moscow immerses us in another elegantly drawn era with the story of Count
Alexander Rostov. When, in 1922, he is deemed an unrepentant aristocrat by a Bolshevik tribunal, the
count is sentenced to house arrest in the Metropol, a grand hotel across the street from the Kremlin.
Rostov, an indomitable man of erudition and wit, has never worked a day in his life, and must now
live in an attic room while some of the most tumultuous decades in Russian history are unfolding
outside the hotel's doors. Unexpectedly, his reduced circumstances provide him a doorway into a
much larger world of emotional discovery.

SWEET MUSIC ON MOONLIGHT RIDGE
Ramey Channell

124 pages

Welcome to Moonlight Ridge, a magical, musical place overlooking a small town named Eden. Here you'll meet a pair
of intrepid eight-year-old cousins, Lily Claire and Willie T., and their multi-ethnic family in the backwoods of
Alabama.This is a story about family and community ties, loyalty and faith, and a very unusual map used by two
flamboyant children to solve a mystery "out on the mountain." This is a Southern story filled with humor, mystery,
surprises, and a touch of the supernatural, in the 1950s backwoods of Alabama
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ABOUT: NSL Book Club meets every 3rd Thursday @ 10:30 Upstairs (unless otherwise noted).
Call 205.439.5510 for more info.
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Hillbilly Elegy = Wildl Guasi 272 pages =R xance
e From a former Marine and Yale Law School
J”c.u,,,{.-. Crinit : l"me ﬂﬂlnﬂ Graduate, a poignant account of growing up in a
2 T . 1 poor Appalachian town, that offers a broader,
4 m probing look at the struggles of America's white
' : working class. Part memoir, part historical and
& & & social analysis, J. D. Vance's Hillbilly Elegy is a
fascinating consideration of class, culture, and the
American dream.

HOMEGOING Yaa Gyasi

320 pages
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A novel of breathtaking sweep and emotional power
that traces three hundred years in Ghana and along
the way also becomes a truly great American novel.
Extraordinary for its exquisite language, its
implacable sorrow, its soaring beauty, and for its
monumental portrait of the forces that shape
families and nations, Homegoing heralds the arrival
of a major new voice in contemporary fiction.
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MLIGHTS OUT: A CYBERATTACK, A NATION UNPREPARED, THE
AFTERMATH Ted Koppel

279 pages

Imagine a blackout lasting not days, but weeks or months. Tens of millions of people over several
states are affected. For those without access to a generator, there is no running water, no sewage,
no refrigeration or light. Food and medical supplies are dwindling. Devices we rely on have gone
dark. Banks no longer function, looting is widespread, and law and order are being tested as never
before. Itisn't just a scenario. A well-designed attack on just one of the nation’s three electric power
grids could cripple much of our infrastructure—and in the age of cyberwarfare, a laptop has become
the only necessary weapon.

FINDING NOUF Zoe Ferraris

305 pages
A novel of taut psychological suspense, offering an unprecedented window into Saudi Arabia and the

lives of the men and women who live there. Zoé Ferraris's electrifying debut of taut psychological
suspense offers an unprecedented window into Saudi Arabia and the lives of men and women there.
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THE GENIUS OF BIRDS
Jennifer Ackerman
352 pages
Birds are astonishingly intelligent creatures.
According to revolutionary new research, some
birds rival primates and even humans in their
remarkable forms of intelligence. In The Genius of
Birds, acclaimed author Jennifer Ackerman
explores their newly discovered brilliance and how
it came about. As she travels around the world to
the most cutting-edge frontiers of research,
Ackerman not only tells the story of the recently
uncovered genius of birds but also delves deeply
into the latest findings about the bird brain itself
that are shifting our view of what it means to be

GENIUS

intelligent.
MR PENUMBRA'S
21
24-HOUR BOOKSTORE I ISPA.I.EHE ‘
288 pages Robin Sloan

The Great Recession has shuffled Clay Jannon away
from life as a San Francisco web-design drone and
into the aisles of Mr. Penumbra's 24-Hour
Bookstore, but after a few days on the job, Clay
discovers that the store is more curious than either
its name or its gnomic owner might suggest. The
customers are few, and they never seem to buy
anything; instead, they "check out" large, obscure
volumes from strange corners of the store.

LAB GIRL
Hope Jahren
320 pages
Acclaimed scientist Hope Jahren has built three laboratories in which she’s studied trees, flowers, seeds,
and soil. Her first book is a revelatory treatise on plant life—but it is also so much more. Lab Girlis a
book about work, love, and the mountains that can be moved when those two things come together. It
is told through Jahren's stories: about her childhood in rural Minnesota with an uncompromising
mother and a father who encouraged hours of play in his classroom's labs; about how she found a
sanctuary in science, and learned to perform lab work done “with both the heart and the hands”; and
about the inevitable disappointments, but also the triumphs and exhilarating discoveries, of scientific
work.

August 16 DISPATCHES FROM PLUTO
Richard Grant
320 pages

Richard Grant and his girlfriend were living in a shoebox apartment in New York City when they decided
on a whim to buy an old plantation house in the Mississippi Delta. Dispatches from Pluto is their journey
of discovery into this strange and wonderful American place. Imagine A Year In Provence with alligators
and assassins, or Midnight in the Garden of Good and Evilwith hunting scenes and swamp-to-table dining.
On a remote, isolated strip of land, three miles beyond the tiny community of Pluto, Richard and his
girlfriend, Mariah, embark on a new life.
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